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COMING EVENTS 


Melody Serena 
Yarto, Batesford 
'Platysace, Wattles, Boronia' 
Werribee- Rivers & Plains Leader: Rohan Bugg 
Gordon McCarthy 'Kingfishers 
* Workshop Meeting Doubtful; contact Les Barrow 
N'thern Brisbane Ranges Leon Costermans/ Ken Simpson 
Chris Austen 
Anakie Gorge 


'Yabbies' 


'White Box, Blue Devil, Tree Violet’ 


Donald 

Bambra Bushland 'Geoff & Lauris Mathison' 

Workshop Meeting 'Caterpillars and other insect larvae' 
Hugo Phillips 'Gluepot Reserve: a Mallee Paradise' 


* CHANGES TO PROGRAM 
ADDITIONS TO PROGRAM 


‘Ecology & Conservation of The Platypus' 
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Bio-diversity Group 
... Dennis Greenwell 


September Excursion 
'Yarto' Dog Rocks Road 
Batesford. 


We will meet on Sunday 7th at 9.00 
a.m. in the car park of the Fyansford 
Hotel. 


From there we travel to Bill Honey’s 
property, where we will first look at 
the three areas that he had fenced 
off 5 or 6 years ago and where there 
is good regeneration of native 
vegetation. It is hoped that as many 
'Plantos' as possible can attend to 
supplement our rather rudimentary 
botanical knowledge. It would be 
useful if we could list some of the 
plants that occur there. 


A few minutes walk toward the 
Belcher Reserve we can have a look 
at what | imagine to be a Wedge- 
tailed Eagle’s nest. (| frequently see 
a pair soaring over the property) 


After lunch, we will spend the rest of 
the day, dip-netting in the large well 
weeded dam or checking out the 
margins and surrounding well 
littered ground for frogs and 
invertebrates. 


October Excursion 
Anakie Gorge 


Following the success of our trip to 
Brisbane Ranges a few months ago, 
we have decided to visit the other 
end of the Park 


Meet at  Kardinia International 
College, Ballarat Road at 9.00 a.m. 
on Sunday 12th October. 


October Meeting 
Caterpillars and other insect larvae 


There is plenty of scope for this 
subject so try to come along on 
Wednesday 22nd October. 


m| 


Ade Foster has been struck down by 
the winter 'flu and was too ill to keep 
us up with Bio-diversity Group 
activities. We thank Dennis 
Greenwell for so ably coming to the 
rescue and wish Ade a speedy 
recovery . 

oO 


VFNC Campout, October 3,4,5. 


Lady Northcote Camp, Rowsley. 
Cost $80. 


The daytime program on Saturday 
and Sunday will include 
excursions and surveys to 
locations such as Pyrites Range, 
White Elephant, Long Forest and 
the northern Brisbane Ranges. 


Evening programs of discussions 
and slide shows will be held on 
Friday and Saturday. 


Contact Barry Lingham for further 
information. 5255 4291. 


m 


HAVE YOU SIGNED THE 
PETITION? 


As part of the Friends of the 
Belmont Common we have 
organised a. petition to the City of 
Greater Geelong council asking 
that a watersports complex NOT be 
built on Belmont Common. 


It is important to have as many 
signatures as possible - 
- up to 10,000 are needed. 


So sign now and ask your friends 
and neighbours to do the same. 


Petitions, and brochures explaining 
our concerns, are available from 
Valda Dedman (ph: 5243 2374), or 
at the Barwon Valley Golf Ciub 
rooms. 


Petitions should be returned by 
September 15. 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


... Rohan Bugg 


Werribee - Rivers and Plains. 
Sunday September 21. 


Depart 9.00 a.m. from Karingal or 
meet at 9.45 a.m. just before the 
bridge at Werribee (approaching 
from Geelong). 


We will walk to Bungey's Hole (about 
which we have heard so much) and 
then on to Cobbledick's Ford for 
lunch. 

Rohan's telephone: 03 9741 8432. 


oO 


SEPTEMBER 


... With Joe Hubbard 


A Toast to Spring; and the 
Winner is; Things Cetacean; 
Beaut Walks; And Also: 


A Toast to Spring: 

We are now well into Pring with 
Spring just around the comer. 
Spring will be followed by Prum- 
mer. Well that was what | read 
recently in the paper. The article 
was taking a less than serious look 
at the six season cycle and Pre- 
spring was Pring and Pre-summer 
was - you know the rest. 


When you consider all the activity 
in the natural world during August, 
it is the overture to Spring - and 
call it what you like. 


But September is where the show 
begins. It brings the first real flush 
of orchids, the calls of cuckoos and 
orioles, the carpets of White Ever- 
lastings and Blue Squills, the 
guinea flowers and wattles gilding 
the bush, all those things which de- 
light and captivate a F.N. Let's 
drink to September and Spring. 


And the winner is: 

Dennis Greenwell was the first to 
report a Latham's Snipe at Jer- 
ringot. When? August 8th. 


Things Cetacean: 

My son Cameron saw 6 dolphins 
swimming off Drumcondra on 9th 
August at about 4.30 p.m. They 
swam from Rippleside Beach past 
Cunningham Pier and did not stop 
for a pizza. 


Walk 1. Avalon Beach: 

If you run out of ideas tum to your 
diary. Howis yours going? 

Avalon Beach - Pt Lillias 13/7/97. 
After a week of miserable weather, 
this was one of those winter days 
that need to be bottled and put 
down. 


Walking out to the point we exulted 
at the saving of this lovely area, 
everyone thought the building of 
“the chemical facility was a fait ac- 
compli after it had been excised 
from the Ramsar protected area. 
Not so! 
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And to really emphasize how 
important this area is, we 
found wnat we were sure was 
an Orange-bellied Parrot mich 
flew and perched on salt 
bushes just on the edge of 
binocular range. Returning we 
got a better look at it perched, 
then feeding in a salt marsh. 


Field Wrens - lovely song from 
tops of shrubs. 

Brown Falcon - harried by 
plovers. 

Nankeen Kestrel - perched on 
sign. 

Sacred Ibis - feeding in the 
coves shallows. 

Pied Oyster Catchers - several 
piping calls. 

Cormorants - many on rocks, 
strung out to sea. 

Larks - not sure what sort. 

Fox - one 

How to get there. 

Princes Freeway towards Mel- 

bourne. Exit just before Lara 

overpass. Use this to cross the 

freeway. Take Avalon Road to 

Avalon Beach. Check your 

Melways. Walk to Pt. Lillias 

from the little settlement at 

Avalon Beach. 


Walk 2. Fyansford: 
A couple of beers and talk with 
Dennis in the pub, then a brisk 


- walk around the rivers Moora- 


bool and Barwon - where they 
meet. 


Fantail Cuckoos calling; Flame 
Robins (4) male's breast alight, 
brilliant, close viewing. 


The usual waterbirds plus 
Chestnut Teal (4). Male sun- 
ning on rock, feathers glisten- 
ing iridescent greens and 
chestnut. 

Fyansford 7/8/97. 

Noted Whistling Kites (3) 
perched in a eucalypt bankside 
and one circling close by; more 
circling in the distance over the 
Barwon Valley. After some 
minutes 12 congregated, cir- 
cling above me, then spiralled 
up a valley to a great height 
then dispersed. 


A distant flock of 50+ magpies 
which soon broke up, some re- 
turning to my area. Something 
to do with the kites? 


How to get there. 

Aberdeen Street, Geelong and De- 
viation Road. On left at bottom of 
hill, Pub and Tourist Information 
Centre. Park. Walk across com- 
mon to footbridge. Keep walking to 
the Barwon. Explore! 


And Also: 

Butterflies. Look for Painted 
Ladies sunning themselves in 
woodland glades. Flying - Imperial 
Whites and Australian Admirals. 


Albatrosses - These can still be 
seen from vantage points such as 
Pt. Addis and Airey's Inlet light- 
house. Wandering and Shy have 
been recorded for this month. 


Cattle Egrets. Big flocks at Jer- 
ringot and Balyang. 


Wagtails and Flycatchers. Nest in 
the Bannockburn bush. Willie's 
nest cupshaped; fine grasses and 
cobwebs. Restless Flycatchers 
cupshaped, fine bark and sticks. 
Camouflaged with lichen and bark. 
You can not mistake the scissor- 
grinder call of the Restless Fly- 
catcher. 


Pardalotes - Excavating nesting 
burrows and carrying nesting mate- 
rials, grasses, bark fibre, rootlets. 
Striated in tree hollows also. 


Milkmaids - All in a row. Some- 
thing like a big Early Nancy; honey 
scented; everywhere, and what a 
fragrance. 


Bearded Greenhood Pterostylis 
plumosa. Uncommon greenhood. 
Looks like a bird sitting on a feath- 
ery, yellow flower, the labellum of 
the orchid. Anglesea, but requires 
patient searching. 


Pallid Cuckoo - can be found 
around town. Its diet of hairy cater- 
pillars, grasshoppers and beetles, 
and the fact that it lays its one egg 
in the nests of Yellow-faced and 
White-plumed Honeyeaters could 
give you some idea of where to 
look. Rightly called the brain-fever 
bird because of its incessant up the 
scale call. Look for a grey cuckoo, 
a bit bigger than the Fantail 
Cuckoo. 


o 
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BIO-DIVERSITY NOTES 


... Dennis Greenwell 


August Meeting 
Mosses, Lichens and Liverworts. 


This was such a fascinating, but 
generally little understood subject 
that warrants a longer article than 
space permits in this column, which 
will appear in a future edition of this 
magazine. 


September Meeting 

Due to most of the 'regulars' being 
unable to attend the next meeting 
because of the trip to the Flinders 
Ranges, it has been decided that 
there will be no meeting this month, 
unless someone else would like to 
run the meeting. If there are any 
'takers' please contact Les Barrow. 


August Excursion 

Due to personal commitments, 
sickness, or simple lack of interest 
only three members turned up for 
our excursion to the Great Ocean 
Road. We had hoped to find much 
to interest us washed up along the 
beach, but unfortunately the winds 
and tides were wrong and some kelp 
and cuttle fish were about all that 
were to be found. We were however 
rewarded with distant sightings of 


what were clearly albatrosses, 
though they were too far out to 
sea to make identification of 
species possible. 


We decided to head inland and 
soon found the road to Mount 
Sabine. As we climbed higher we 
noticed the bush becoming wetter 
and mistier wth each kilometre 
we travelled. It wasn’t until we 
found a suitable parking spot and 
stopped that we realised that the 
temperature had plummeted 
since leaving sea level. However, 
it proved to be an ideal area to 
collect some specimens of 
mosses and lichens for our next 
meeting. 


After stopping at another spot a 
little further on for lunch, we 
walked and fossicked for another 
hour or so through the heathland 
enjoying the fresh pinks and 
whites of the heaths and 
contrasting yellow of the wattles. 


We returned to Geelong about 
mid afternoon and although our 
collecting efforts had not yielded 
great discoveries, the day had 
been as all days in the bush are, 
good for the soul. 


Details of coming group activities 
are on page 1. 


[| 


Discover Limeburners Lagoon: 


A diverse and unique natural wetiand habitat on the 


northern shores of Corio Bay. 


An invitation to attend the 'Limeburners Lagoon 


Management Forum! - 


Wednesday 10th September 7.30 - 9.30 p.m. 
Strachan Theatrette, First Floor, National VVool Museum, 


Moorabool Street, Geelong. 


(Geelong Revegetation Organisation; City of Greater 
Geelong; Parks Victoria & Dept NR&E) 


Guest Speakers include: 


Jeff Campbell, Australasian Wader Study Group 
Mark Trengove, Geelong Revegetation Organisation 


RSVP Laura Stuart or Russell Irving on 5226 4669 . 
Bookings closed last Friday but if you are quick you may 


get in. 


PLANT GROUP REPORT 


„.. Joe Hubbard 


Gahnias are a genus in the family of 
sedges Cyperaceae. 


As with most sedges they prefer 
moist situations, are perennial ( a 
plant that lives for more than two 
years) are tussocky or clumpy in 
form and can produce new plants 
from spreading underground stems 
called rhizones. 


When in flower, these sometimes 
unwelcoming plants, (note the name 
Saw-sedge), show their better side 
with brown to black flowers clustered 
around stem-tops. The Thatch Saw- 
sedge is particularly attractive with 


- its pendulous black panicles of 


flowers held on stems of up to two 
metres. 


Small, hard nuts follow the flowers. 
These were used as food by the 
aborigines. 


As well as providing great shelter for 
many creatures Gahnias are the 
food plants of butterflies such as the 
Sword-Grass Brown which is found 
in the Otways. 


My reference suggests that all of the 
sub-family of Brown Butterflies in 
Australia feed on grasses or sedges. 


The following are some of our local 
sedges and rushes: 


Tall Sedge Carex appressa 

Thatch Saw-sedge Gahnia radula 
Leafy Flat Sedge Cyperus lucidus 
Common Spike Rush Eleacharis 
acuta 

Knobby Club Rush /solepsis nodosa 
Variable Sword Sedge 
Lepidospernia laterale 

Common Bog Rush Schoenus - 
apogon 


Now you can rush out and say 
'Good-day' to a sedge. 


BIRD GROUP REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


August 26th 1997 


Rohan Bugg has shown us many 
photographs over the years, but at 
this bird group meeting, Rohan was 
able to show a wide variety of birds 
that he has noted in and around 
Werribee. 


Rohan works for the current 
Wyndam Shire (previously Werribee 
Shire) and his activities take him to 
many of the parks in the area and 
along the Werribee River. 
Wherever he goes, he takes along a 
pair of binoculars and his cameras 
so that he is able to spend large 
parts of each day bird watching 
whilst he is mowing, poisoning 
weeds or cleaning up. 


The Shire also benefits from 
Rohan's nature watching activities. 
A delightful calendar featuring 
Rohans photographs of local birds 
was produced by the shire in 1995. 
He is also able to provide advice on 
habitat needs of birds in the area. 


When small birds were nesting in 
boxthorn, Rohan made sure 
indigenous Prickly Hedge Wattle 
was planted as a substitute nest site 
before the boxthorn was removed. 
Rohan has shown hundreds of 
people the special birdwatching sites 
of the Werribee area, and his 
enthusiasm for the birds is passed 
on to these visitors. 


The Werribee area has an annual 
average rainfall in the vicinity of 450 
mm. This is much lower than many 
of the surrounding areas and parts of 
the local habitats are similar to the 
mallee area some hundreds of 
kilometres further northwest. 


Many important wetlands are located 
near to Werribee - The Werribee 
Sewerage Treatment Facility and 
the Laverton Saltworks are 


nationally recognised as significant ` 


wader habitats. Many of the shots of 
the twenty-two wader species Rohan 
displayed were taken at these 
places. The photographs included 
the more common waders plus some 
rare visitors such as the Red-necked 
Phalarope, the Stilt Sandpiper and 
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the Ruff. Lake Borrie is probably 
the best site for finding many 
species of duck and cormorants 
breeding. Other wetland species 
such as the Australian Crake and 
Buff-banded Rail are also found 
nearby. i 


The Werribee River, Little River 
and Skeleton Creek all host a 
variety of wetland birds plus many 
bush birds. The stately River Red 
Gums are the roosting place for 
Nankeen Night Herons, Ows and 
many raptor species. Most of the 
twelve parrot species Rohan 
showed could be found either 
feeding, roosting or breeding in 
these trees. One exception was 
the Orange-bellied Parrot which 
uses saltmarsh habitat. 


The newy constructed Heathdale 
Wetlands has been carefully 
observed by Rohan and the slow 
colonisation of the site by new 
species has been recorded. 
Herons, duck species and smaller 
birds such as Golden-headed 
Cisticola, Little Grassbirds and 
Superb Fairy-wren have been 
noted by Rohan. 


Long Forest Reserve, The You 
Yangs and Eynesbury Station are 
all sites where the dry land birds 
may be found. Rohan showed us 
shots of Speckled Warblers, Red- 
capped Robins, Southern 
Whiteface and Black-eared 
Cuckoos which have all been 
seen in these areas. 


The Basalt Plains of the Werribee 
area have there own special 
birdlife. By driving along the local 
roads such as Argoona Road (yes 
it does actually exist !) you may 
see the Singing Bushlark, Brown 
Songlark, Richard's Pipit and 
Blue-winged Parrots. Rohan even 
photographed a pair of Brolgas on 
the plains, with the You Yangs in 
the background just to prove the 
true location. 


The Western section of Port 
Phillip Bay, with the shallow 
mudflats and shellgrit beaches, is 
a great place to find seabirds. 
Many species of gull and tern are 
found along the shore line. 


Slightly inland, Spectacle Lakes and 
Point Cook are good sites to find 
birds such as Black-tailed Native 
Hen, Purple Swamp Hen and many 
of the waders. 


One special site is Cobbledick’s Ford 
which crosses the Werribee River 
some 10 kilometres north of 
Werribee. The river has carved a 
gorge through the basalt and the 
cliffs above the river are quite 
rugged. Here, Peregrine Falcons 
hunt along the river and Wedge- 
tailed Eagles have nested nearby. 


One of Rohan's great skills as a 
photographer is in capturing birds in 
flight. Many rolls of film, a keen eye 
and fast reflexes are necessary to 
be able to successfully photograph 
flying birds. The beauty of the Large 
Egret was contrasted by the sheer 
power display of a Peregrine Falcon 
chasing its prey. Rohan even had a 
photo of a Spine-tailed Swift in flight, 
a very difficult task to achieve. 


We were treated to a display of 
some 160 species that Rohan has 
photographed from the Werribee 
area. They form a memorable 
image, with my two personal 
favourites being a shot of a Little 
Grassbird perched on a small reed 
after being enticed out by Rohan's 
imitation of it's call, and a flock of 
White-winged Terns wheeling as one 
to turn and show their full body and 
wing patterns in the sunshine. 


Many thanks to Rohan for showing 
us his slides and also discussing the 
birds in his own inimitable earthy 
manner. 


September Meeting. 


Next meeting, another of our club's 
well known photographers in Gordon 
McCarthy will be talking on the 
kingfishers. 


The migratory birdwatchers such as 
Gordon, who travel north for the 
winter, are starting to return, so 
Spring must be near! 

(m 
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A CORRECTED IDENTIFICATION 


By Dave King 


8 Traum Street, Portarlington, 3223. 


The GFNC organised a camp-out in the Whipstick Forest, Bendigo, for the week-end 11-12th October, 
1975. The writer had the good fortune to participate in that camp-out, during which a number of 
interesting specimens were collected. One of these was, as then thought, a burrowing snake of the 
family Typhlopidae. It was as closely studied as possible at the time, but without any suitable reference 
material being available, and retention of the specimen was not thought to be wise. A colour slide, 
however, was taken and duly filed. 


An article was written for the Geelong Naturalist, May 1976, pp. 13-16, with the specimen illustrated as 
a sketch. Some years later during the late 1980's, the writer received a phone call from Peter 
Robinson,an authority on reptiles and amphibians, at the Arthur Rylah Institute. It transpired the reason 
for calling was he had been perusing back issues of the Geelong Naturalist, and seeing details of the 
supposed burrowing snake, was anxious to obtain further details and if possible a photographic record. 
All of which, of course, the writer was able to provide. 


Resulting from this, a request was made to accompany Peter Robinson and John Coventry of the 
Museum of Victoria, on a trip to the Whipstick in order to pinpoint the locality of the subject specimen's 
discovery, and search for further specimens. Unfortunately no specimens were found on this occasion. 
Subsequently other surveys were conducted around the Bendigo district resulting in a number of 
specimens being collected for close study and identification. 


It has been determined that the writer's original identification was entirely wrong. It is not a snake, but 
a legless burrowing lizard. The identity of this lizard is Aprasia parapulchella Kluge 1974. The only 
population previously known was confined to an area centred on the Australian Capital Territory, a 
population currently being studied in some detail. A. parapulchella's nearest relative, and similar in 
most respects, is A. pseudopulchella Kluge1974, the distribution of which is in the Flinders Ranges, SA. 
The genus Aprasia Gray 1839, consists of ten species, distributed over the southern half of Australia, 
respectively in areas of relatively small extent (Cogger, 1992). The genus is described as small worm- 
like burrowing, legless lizards, having poorly developed hindlimb flaps and no obvious external ear- 
opening. 


Of importance in this matter is the fact that recording as accurately as possible any unfamiliar 
specimen is important, even if at the time of discovery, the identification is not certain or is 
subsequently found to be false. 


References 
Cogger, H.G. ,1992, Reptiles & Amphibians of Australia, Reed, Chatswood, N.S.W. 


King, D.F. 1976, Geelong Naturalist, Vol. 13, No.1, Geelong Field Naturalists Club, Geelong, Vic. 


BIRD OF THE MONTH 


... Valda Dedman 


Silver Gull 
Name Silver Gull 
novaehollandiae 


Larus 


Description Adult silver grey above, 
white below. Black tips to wing with 
white windows. Legs, feet, bill, eye 
ring scarlet. iris white. Sequence of 
plumages, leg and bill colours from 
juvenile to adult. 


Length 41cm. 


Voice Harsh kaar, plaintive keee. 
NOT the lonely call accompanying 
overseas TV programs. 


Food Omnivorous. May take 
crickets, flying insects such as 
swarming ants, dragonflies (Claire 
McCormick), human food scraps. 


Habitat Coasts, inland lakes, city 
parks. Adaptable to urban situations 
because of food availability. 


Range Australia wide where there is 
sufficient water, but generally 
coastal. Never far out from land.. 


Geelong Bays and beaches, 
especially picnic areas. Large 
numbers at Corio tip and on 
adjoining Hovell’s Creek. Along the 
Barwon, at Balyang and Jerringot. 
Mud Islands. 


Nest In colonies on ground or other 
flat surface, 1/2 to 1 metre (pecking 
distance) apart. Need isolated sites 
with adequate cover and within 
reach of abundant food. 


Breeding July-December. 


Other Local Related and Similar 
Species Pacific Gull (much larger) 
Terns. (Shorter legs, finer bills and 
dark heads). 


The Silver Gull has often been 
regarded as Geelong's bird emblem 
- Geelong High School, the Regional 
Library, the Gull bus service have all 
made use of it. The ‘seagull’ of our 
beaches, it can be seen in city 
streets, along the river, in parks, 
wetlands, at the tip. It descends in 
great numbers on ploughed 
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paddocks, but how often does it 
come to your garden when you 
dig? : 


lts numbers have gradually built 
up over the years to an estimated 
100,000 breeding ‘pairs on Mud 
Islands. Yet Sir Charles Belcher 
in 1912 knew of no breeding areas 
closer to Geelong than Phillip 
Island to the east and Yambuk to 
the west. In the 1940's and 1950's 
there was a large breeding colony 
on the islands of Lake 
Corangamite. 


Breeding began on Mud Islands 
1959 when only half a dozen pairs 
were recorded. | will never forget 
the almost overwhelming noise 
and birds flying up in white clouds 
when | visited in July in the 
1980's. 


“Why would anyone have 


more than a passing interest 
in our seagulls? " 


There have been schemes to 
reduce gull numbers, by robbing 
nests, rendering birds infertile, 
even drugging them with soaked 
bread. 


A great deal of research has been 
carried out on gull numbers and 
movements. In July 1954 census 
records put the Geelong 


population at fewer than 3000. | 
wonder how many there would be 
today. 


During the 1970's Ira Savage was 
involved in collecting banding 
records (See Geelong Naturalist vol. 
9,no. 3) 


You can read a fascinating account 
of various aspects of gull ecology in 
Geelong in Geelong birdlife in 
retrospect, edited by Trevor Pescott. 
Garrulous, greedy, scavenging, 
opportunistic, squabbling, raucous, 
— why would anyone have more 
than a passing interest in our 
seagulls? 


But, take a closer look at a Silver 
Gull. See the perfection of colour 
and form of an adult, try to work out 
which are juveniles, which are 
immatures. Notice how many have 
lost a leg to a barracouta and how 
they manage to survive like this. 
See how close the gulls approach to 
snatch that last piece of picnic crust 
- is it one metre or half a metre? 
Watch how gulls behave in a group, 
which birds are dominant, which are 
servile. They have a whole 
repertoire of postures and calls. 


Silver Gulls are birds of personality, 
make no mistake about it. You may 
have always taken them for granted, 
but a whole new world will open for 
you if you become a gull watcher. 


| 


Angair Inc. 1997 
Wildflower Show 
& Botanical Art Show 


Anglesea Hall, McMillan St 


Saturday Sep 20. 10.00 a.m. - 5.30 p.m. 
Sunday Sep 21. 10.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 


Wildflower display; Terrestrial Orchids; Walks and Bus Trips; Displays; 
Botanical Art Show, Children's Activity; Stage Display - 'An Anglesea 


Garden' and more 


Native Plants 
Arts and Crafts 


Sales of: 


Environmental Books, Cards etc 


Refreshments available. 


For further information Ph. 03 5263 2787, 03 5289 6046 
and 03 9890 8216. 
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AUGUST MEETING REPORT 


... Vernon Cohen 


Members' Nights do not always 
attract the same attendance as when 
there is a special speaker, but our 
August meeting was well attended 
considering so many members had 
travelled to warmer climes to escape 
the winter or had been stricken by 
the prevalent virus. 


Three of our members, Trevor 
Pescott, Barry Lingham, and 
Dave Knight brought us information 
on areas of local interest. 


Trevor Pescott spoke on the salinity 
of Lake Corangamite and its effect 
on the Barwon River. Prior to the 
extremely wet season of 1951-52, it 
is interesting to note that an island in 
Lake Corangamite was one of the 
largest breeding grounds in Australia 
for Silver Gulls. The salinity level of 
the lake over tens of thousands of 
years has increased due largely to 
the leaking out of salt from the basalt 
flows surrounding the volcanic basin. 
Tree growth had absorbed the water 
and kept salinity at nominal levels, 
but as trees were cut down for 
grazing purposes the water level 
lifted and salinity became a problem. 


A scheme was developed to run 
water from Lake Corangamite into 
the Woady Yaloak River and then 
into the Barwon River via the Woady 
Yaloak diversion channel (1958-59). 
Lake Colac was also being drained 
into the Barwon through what is 
known as the Lough Calvert 
Drainage Scheme. Normally, 
drainage of saline flood-waters 
takes place only from 1 May to 30 
September but there have been 
illegal and uncontrolled releases. 
Salinity in the Barwon is an ongoing 
problem. 


To find a solution a group was 
formed known as the Lake Colac - 
Lake Corangamite Operations 
Committee. (The LCLCOC). Later, 
a Project Advisory Committee was 
formed, and is run by Deakin 
University, known as the 
PACLCLCOC ! The study is 
proceeding with definite terms of 
reference. The Barwon River salt- 
water at the top-end goes right 
through the system. ; 


Trevor went on to discuss some of 
the problems of the lower reaches 
of the Barwon. He outlined 
something of the history of the 
Breakwater built by Foster Fyans 
in the 1850's to give fresh water to 
Geelong, and another breakwater 
built around 1899 in the middle of 
the southern face of Reedy Lake, 
midway between Barwon Heads 
and Marshall. 


Reedy Lake, previously salt 
water, is now fresh as the 
breakwater prevents the salt water 
getting into the system. Around 
the 1950's a channel was built into 
Reedy. Lake through a silt 
embankment, which allowed fresh 
water to flow in, and it became a 
permanent wetland. 


Carp were becoming a problem in 
the river, exacerbated by a race of 
European Carp brought in from 
Germany. Although in the early to 
late 1970's 
revealed that the number of carp 
was not a problem, later it became 
so. It was determined to drop the 
level of Reedy Lake by literally 
pulling the plug on it and it ran dry 
over the summer of 1996-97. 


A Reedy Lake management group 
has been formed comprising 
representatives of the D.N.R.E., 
the Field & Game Association and 
the Field Naturalists. The Field & 
Game Association have built a 
regulator at the outlet of Reedy 
Lake. 


Some questions to be decided 
are: How deep should the water 
be ? How often drained for carp ? 
How will drying out affect the bird 
life and other aquatic life ? 
Assistance from members of the 
Field Naturalists will be required 
to monitor how the micro and 
macro fauna will be affected. 


Barry Lingham presented as his 
topic, the Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve. Over the past 20 years, 
the Reserve has been managed in 
various ways, mainly part time. 
Some of the plantings have 
resulted in some non-indigenous 
species getting out of control. eg. 
melaleuca armillaris. An active 
Friends' Group successfully mans 
the visitors' centre and works at 
the control of weeds and 
boneseed. 


investigations ' 


y 


There are proposed changes as to 
how the Reserve is managed. The 
Group has decided to recommend 
that parts of the Reserve not be left 
as they are, but actively managed by 
regular slow burns (cool burns) 
hoping to encourage regrowth of 
swamp and yellow gums (which 
have been slowy dying out), and 
grassy woodlands. There has been 
a considerable increase in She Oaks 
over the years. Some years ago 
there were 800 She Oaks per 
hectare, more recently 3,900 per 
hectare. 


“W the Reserve is left unburnt it 


seems likely that the area will revert 
to what it was before aboriginal 
settlement, when the first bums took 
place, that is, largely covered with 
She Oaks. It is hoped that this study 
will benefit other reserves across 
Victoria. 


Dave King addressed the Rail Trail 
to be developed along the South 
Geelong to Drysdale Railway 
Reserve (SGDRR). In July 1995, 
the City of Greater Geelong 
commissioned Envirosol 
International Pty Ltd to conduct a 
study of remnant vegetation and 
weed infestation within the bounds of 
the disused railway line from South 
Geelong to Drysdale a distance of 
approx. 17 kms, with a varying wath 
of 30-65 metres. Detailed reports 
have resulted and are well 
worthwhile studying. Dave has 
them, and they were the basis of his 
address. There were some 
limitations of the Study, but the 
reports do give a most 
comprehensive basis for further 
study of the vegetation of the site, 
and it is hoped that other Club 
members may join Dave as this 
project continues. 


Our thanks to our speakers for a 
most interesting evening which 
produced many questions and 
discussion. 


m| 


CONSERVATION REPORT 


„. .Valda Dedman 


We regret that Barwon Water was 
unable to see its way clear to resite 
the Bannockburn Sewerage 
Treatment Plant, to prevent the 
destruction of many beautiful old 
Yellow Gums. Our preference was 
for the woodland to be added to the 
Bannockburn bush. We have offered 
to monitor the flora and fauna in the 
sewerage treatment area, and have 
given the engineers advice about 
nest boxes and the use of native 
grasses, rather than perennial rye, on 
the pondage embankments. We must 
be vigilant to ensure that remnant 
vegetation elsewhere is protected 
from similar developments. 


Opposition to the watersports 
complex on Belmont Common is 
growing as the community becomes 
better informed about the issues. A 
successful meeting, attended by 
about 200 people, was held on 3rd 
August. A petition to Council. was 
launched on that occasion. 


We have met with Stewart McArthur 
and Ann Henderson, both of whom 
were unwilling to understand our 
point of view. We have also met with 
DNRE officers, who are very 
concerned at the possible detrimental 
effects of the proposed development 
on the environment. 


We must gather together as much 
information as possible on the flora 
and fauna of the whole Barwon 
wetlands system, and continue to 
survey the golf course and 
marshland south of Breakwater 
Road. Help from members would be 
appreciated. 


We need to put together our own 
master plan for the Belmont 
Common. There is tremendous 
potential to create an imaginative 
community parkland, perhaps 
incorporating a wetland research 
centre. Could we have your ideas 
please? | 


The future of Serendip is in the 
melting pot. We are writing to the 
Minister and DNRE officers, 
highlighting the ecological and 
educational importance of Serendip 
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and pointing out its potential for 
breeding locally indigenous small 
animals and birds in need of 
protection. i 


JERRINGOT NEWS 


The wetlands are filling up with the 
rains. The main north-south drain 
west of the cycle path is beginning 
to flow and water is entering the 
'golf course' wetland to the east, 
where the Baillon's Crake bred last 
year. 


We are renegotiating our lease with 


Council. Several aspects, 
particularly as to responsibility for 
public liability insurance, were 


unacceptable to us. Council did not 
renew our lease in January 1996 
when it began investigating a 
watersports complex for Belmont 
Common. It also neglected to tell us 
at the time! i 


And finally, some good news... 


The snipe have returned from 
Japan. Dennis Greenwell saw the 
first on 8th August, and has since 
seen 11 birds. 

D 


NEW MEMBERS 


Springtime seems as good a time 
as any to welcome the members 
who have joined the club this year. 


We remind the following new 

members that they are welcome to 

participate not only in club meetings 

or excursions but also in the 

activities of the Bio-diversity, Bird 

and Plant groups. Telephone 

numbers of group convenors are 

listed on the inside rear cover, but 

by all means just turn up and you 

will be most welcome. 

Mr David Marsh 

Mr Chris Pitfield 

Ms Christine Zabukosek 

Mr Douglas Dew 

Mr John James 

Miss Robyn Harvey 

Mrs Margaret Moss 

Otway Ranges Environment 
Network 

Ms Maureen Dixon 

Mr William & Mrs Judy Davies 

Friends of The You Yangs. 


Claire's back... 
... and she's angry. 


On the afternoon of Monday August 
25, | held a dead Koala in my arms 
and cried. 


| was standing amongst the 
devastating massacre of the old 
Yellow Gum woodland behind the 
Bannockburn Golf Course. Two 
DNRE Rangers, who were being 
shown the site by a Barwon Water 
employee, took the body of the 
mature young female away. 


| returned to Geelong a few days ago, 
from a 4 month trip in which | drove 
16,000 kilometres around the coast 
from Adelaide to Cape Tribulation 
and home through Central Australia, 
looking at the magnificent diversity of 
the ecology that this country has, to 
find this sickening devastation on my 
doorstep! 


The hollows in those beautiful old 
Yellow Gums had obviously been 
natural habitat for a variety of fauna. 
| understand that Yellow Gums were 
declared a “threatened species in 
Victoria” less than one month ago, by 
the DNRE Senior Botanist. 


| would like to know where the 'Clean 
Green' image of Barwon Water has 


gone! | attended the launch of the 
combined City of Greater 
Geelong/Barwon Water “Cleaner, 


Greener Geelong” -conceived and 
publicised at great expense with rate- 
payers' money. 


| am no longer interested in 
monitoring wildlife, installing nest- 
boxes and undertaking surveys as 
part of Barwon Water's 'Community 
Involvement.' However, | will still do 
these activities, to use as tools to 
fight this type of arrogant attitude by 
public utilities. 


Write to the Newspapers and Minister 
Tehan if you feel as | do. 


Please, members, let our new 
committee know your feelings on this 
matter, | plead with you not to sit on 
the fence. 


o 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


... Betty Moore 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist Issue No. 
400 - Arthur Ewen’s synopsis of a talk 
on Huntsman Spiders given to their 
group by Rob de Souza-Dew. Lots of 
interesting facts about this group of 
spiders. One large huntsman, 
Delena concerides, has a very 
unusual characteristic. It is one of 
only about 33 spiders out of the 30- 
40,000 in the world which are 
regarded as social spiders. 


Natural Selection, Flora and Fauna. 
Geelong (DNR&E) - Bright little news- 
sheet with tidbits about such things as 
Aboriginal -scarred trees, cow tipping, 
Land for Wildlife update and 
Celebrity Species No 9 - seagull 
interview. 


Waves. News-sheet of The Marine & 
Coastal Community Network Vol.4 
No. 2. Articles on Temperate Reefs 
of the unique South and the Marine 
Biodiversity & Conservation in 
Temperate Australian Waters. Also, 
news on International Action on 
Aquaculture. 


“Southern regional Ripples” tells of 
difficulties being encountered in 
Corio Bay dredging operations. 
There is also an article by June 
McGann, Fisheries Victoria, 
about the seaweed Undaria and 
measures taken in an attempt 
to halt the spread of this kelp 
pest. Last month’s Geelong 
Naturalist had an article on 
Undaria by Madeline Glynn. 


Coastline - The Coast 
Action/Coastcare Community 
program newsletter, includes 
an article on the Rufus 
Bristlebird and Swamp 
Antechinus Survey for Airey's 
Inlet by John Aberton as well as 
other interesting coastal news. 


Swan Bay Environment 
Association Inc. July 1997 - 
Concern about the inadequacy 
and tunnel vision approach 
apparent in the final draft of the 
Victorian Aquaculture Strategy. 


Barwon Heads Newsletter - 
Friends of the Bluff, June ‘97. 
These Friends have joined with 
Barwon Coast to develop a 
management plan for the Bluff. It 
gives an interesting rundown on 
work already being done and plans 
for the future. 


Studies are being done into the 
Wathaurong aboriginal tribe's 
cultural legacy to Barwon Heads. 


Otway Ranges Enviroment 
Network Newsletter tells of action 
taken to stop logging in the Otway 
area and what we can do to help. 


Other new publications received 
this month include: 


Newsletter from Ballarat FNC, 
VPNA (People Caring for Nature), 
GEC Inc, Birdlife International 
Update, Angair Inc, Friends of The 
Brisbane Ranges, Volunteer 
(Threatened Bird Network) and The 
Bird Observer. 


Outdoors, is the quarterly 
magazine of the DNRE. This issue 
carries a story about the life of Mary 
D White and her love of and fight 
for the Anglesea heathland. 


o 


Pomonal Native Flower Show 


'The Garden and Beyond' 


Presented by SGAP Grampians Group. 
Pomonal Hall (10 min. from Halls Gap) 


Saturday & Sunday 4th & 5th October 1997 
Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


Enquires 03 5354 6220 


Members' Night 


In the last issue, Ade Foster related 
that the Bio-diversity Group had had 
the pleasure of viewing some of 
Frank Scheelings' orchid slides. 


Ade regretted that a few of the 
species were unknown and 
suggested that these be shown at a 
Members' Night where we would 
have some experts present. He 
hoped that someone would take up 
the cause. 


Anyone who has seen Frank's slides 
would not need any persuasion to see 
some more. We will therefore pass 
on this idea and request that the 
committee program Frank and his 
slides at their mutual convenience. 


Even if you are not so interested in 
botany, come along to see some 
outstanding photography. We will 
give you advance warming. 


Thank you Ade, for an excellent 
suggestion. 
O 


Prickly Moses... 


Ask Betty Moore about Prickly 
Moses if you want to get her stirred 
up. 

El 
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SPECIAL MEMBERS 


MEETING 
... Barry Lingham 


July 29th 1997 

This meeting was called to allow 
members to gain information from 
representatives of two government 
departments. 


Our first speaker was Andrew 
Greystone who is the Chief Ranger 
of the Anakie Park Management 
Area, Parks Victoria 


Andrew has been recently appointed 
to this new position. He was formerly 
with Melbourne Parks and 
Waterways. Because of our 
confusion about the makeup and role 
of the new Parks Victoria group, 
Andrew volunteered to attend our 
meeting to help clarify the situation. 


In December of 1996, an 
amalgamation of Port of Melbourne 
Jetties, Melbourne parks and 
Waterways and the National Parks 
services formed the new Parks 
Victoria. 


The basic rationale was to link 
management in all the various parks 
to the Parks Victoria section and 
leave the issues of land care, species 
management etc. in the Department 
of Natural Resources and 
Environment. 


Parks Victoria is now responsible for 
National and State Parks, Bays and 
Waterways (including piers and 
jetties), Coastal and Marine Parks, 
Historic sites and Cultural sites. 


The Anakie Park Management Area 
is part of the Melbourne West zone. 
It extends from Blackwood to Point 
Addis including the Brisbane Ranges 
National Park, Lerderderg, You 
Yangs, Inverleigh and Bannockburn 
and Ocean Grove Reserves, Point 
Cook and Point Gellibrand Parks. 


Parks Victoria is a State Corporation. 
A nine member board is appointed by 
the government to over see the 
policies of the corporation. This 
board is responsible for checking that 
effective policies are developed and 
put into effect. 
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Much of the budget finance now 
comes via contributions paid by 
customers of Melbourne Water. 
Water rates are a significant source 
of revenue to Parks Victoria. 
Andrew believed that this should 
allow extra finance to be allocated 
to the local parks. 


The staff of Parks Victoria have 
come from both the old DNRE and 
Melbourne Parks and VVaterways. 
Andrew believed that a better 
trained workforce would be 
developed as a result of the 
introduction of new people and 
more professional training courses. 


In my opinion, there are several 
advantages and some potential 
problems with the new structure. 
The corporatised body may be 
more efficient economically and 
provide better trained staff. The 
new structure greatly enhances the 
ability of governments to more 
directly dictate the actions of the 
Parks Victoria, and thus more easily 
modify the management of our 
Parks. 


Unfortunately experience has 
shown that too often governments 
have been more concerned with the 
economic benefits that can be 
extracted from our parks rather 
than the intrinsic benefits of 
maintaining a diverse and healthy 
environment. j 


Another potential shift in 
management thinking must occur 
due to the infusion of the personnel 
from the old Melbourne Parks and 
Waterways. This group will be well 
aware of managing parks for the 
benefit of large numbers of tourists, 
but they may be less aware of the 
problems involved in the ongoing 
management of parks that have a 
primary focus on the natural 
environment. In these parks, extra 
human visitation can be a cause of 
damage and concern rather than a 
goal of management. 


One last problem would be the 
potential for the remains of the old 
DNRE to be completely privatised. 
The DNRE now appears to be 
primarily concerned with providing 
advice to various other 
departments. This function could 
be contracted out if the expertise of 
the DNRE was diluted due to further 
depletion of staff. 


Richard Boekel is from the Flora, 
Fauna and Fisheries section of the 
Department of Natural Resources 
and Development, Port Phillip 
District. 


Richard gave us information on the 
use of the Site Register which is a 
data base designed to contain 
information about sites of 
conservation significance. 


This is a comprehensive data base 
that is able to be accessed by most 
government and local government 
departments. Hopefully this will allow 
better planning decisions and more 
protection to those areas containing 
significant natural features. 


The sites are noted on a detailed map 
and the exact position is recorded. 
Each site is given a significance 
rating plus a reason for the 
significance of the site. This may 
range from a site of cultural 
significance to the habitat of 
endangered species. 


The potential threats to each site are 
assessed and the habitat type of the 
site is fully recorded. Management 
alerts are installed so that information 
is available before any decision 
relating to that site is made. 


Individual records may be lodged 
with the department by any observer. 
Of particular importance are records 
of rare, threatened or endangered 
species, breeding records, 
threatened habitat types. 

Oo 


More on Undaria... 


Channel Nine made a brief reference 
to this weed and reported 
departmental concern about its 
impact on fishing as well as the 
intention to declare an exclusion zone 
in Corio Bay. 


In her library notes, Betty Moore has 
come up with an article on the 
subject. 


You heard about it first from Madeline 
Glynn in our August issue. 
o 
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EXCURSION REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


Timboon Bushland July 20th 


A pleasant day greeted the sixteen 
travellers who set off from Karingal 
at 8.30 am to take the large 23 
seater community bus towards the 
southern parts of the Western 
District. We stopped at Colac and 
picked up John James who joined us 
for the rest of the day. 


Valda Dedman was kept busy 
recording bird species noted along 
the roadsides. Although the 
countryside showed little grassy 
growth due to the unusually dry 
winter, many species were recorded. 
Over 48 species were noted along 
the roadsides during the day 
(although | cheated a bit by 
recording a Banded Plover seen 
near Moolap on the bus trip in to 
Geelong from Drysdale ) 


We arrived at the picturesque 
township of Timboon at about 
10.45am and took time to enjoy 
morning tea beneath a large 
eucalypt near Power’s Creek 
running through the centre of town. 
We were met by Shirley Duffield, a 
member of the Timboon FNC who 
acted as our guide for the trip. 


The energetic members then set off 
on a walk of some.2 or 3 Kilometres 
down the old railway reserve which 
runs from the town and through the 
Timboon Bushland Reserve, whilst 
the rest of us took the bus. 


Our interest in the reserve came 
through the GFNC's decision to 
purchase 250 shares at $1.00 each 
from the Timboon Bushland 
Cooperative. The cooperative was 
set up in 1995 when the Timboon 
FNC was advised that this area of 
some 70 acres of bush, with high 
conservation significance, was being 
offered for private sale. 


A decision was made to raise 
$60, 000 via the sale of 240 issues 
of shares with 250 x $1.00 shares 
per issue. The Trust for Nature 
agreed to make the original 
purchase and then be reimbursed by 
the proceeds of the sales of shares 
to the Cooperative. 


The bushland is a fine example of 
the original forest types of the 
area. The higher section is mainly 
Peppermint/ Messmate woodland 
with a dense understorey of 
bracken, small wattles and ferns. 
In the steep sections leading down 
to the creek, huge Manna Gums 
dominate. Some eight species of 
fern have been recorded, as well 
as birds such as the Rufous 
Bristlebird and several mammal 
species. Further investigation of 
the area is sure to result in a much 
more extensive species list. 


We noted 18 bird species during 
our short visit. One of the more 
interesting observations was the 
leeches of the area. Several 
attached themselves to our group 
but the specimen crawing along 
Valda's clothing during lunch was 
the largest, measuring about 10 
centimetres when it stretched out. 


From Timboon, we 
made our way along the 
Timboon - Simpson 
road to stop at a patch 
of wet bush that had 
been designated as a 
reference area. The site 
was dominated by tea 
tree with some 
eucalypts The habitat 
was totally different to 
that seen earlier at 
Timboon. The highlight 
of this site was the 
discovery of a dead 
male Antechinus by 
Margaret Moss. 


Celebrate 
Spring in the 


until September 29th is planned. 


ironbark forest. 


Wildflower walks, 


are all advertised. 


Bendigo Bush 1997 


A calendar of Events from August 31st 


See the flowers of Bendigo's box- 


Wildflower shows, 
Films, Lectures, Church Service, School 
Holiday Program and Nocturnal Evening 


Brochure available for more details and 
phone numbers from GFNC secretary. 


Although difficult to identify, it was 
probably a Brown Antechinus 
Antechinus stuartii. The males of 
this species all die after a frenzied 
two week mating period at the end of 
winter. 


The last stop was at the township of 
Simpson where we spent a short 
time investigating the local park and 
wetland. A pair of Bassian Thrush 
were seen at this location. 


An enjoyable day in good company 
was had by all. We were lacking in 
plant identifiers but the bird list 
totaled 63 species. 


o 


BendigoWildflower Show 
Saturday 6th & Sunday 7th 


September. 


(Part of 'Spring in the Bendigo Bush 1997' 
program) 


Golden Square Senior Citizens Club Rooms, 
High St, Golden Square. 


Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. daily. Entry fee $2.00 


Featuring plants from the Whipstick and 
surrounding forests of the Bendigo area. 
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BUTTERFLY RANCHING 


Where else but in the U.S.A. 
would you expect to find such 
a new primary industry ? 


A couple in Tampa Bat, Florida are 
among the handful of people across 
the country who raise butterflies for a 
living. Their “stock” is released at 
weddings, parties and funerals. 


The process begins with the daily 
gathering of eggs off host plants in 
their backyard. They are moved, leaf 
and all, to a temperature-controlled 
aquarium where they can be closely 
monitored. 


The eggs hatch into larvae eight to 
ten days later. From here, it is eating 
all the way as the caterpillar grows. It 
sheds its skin several times before 
becoming fully grown. 


At maturity, it transforms into a 
chrysalis and is moved to a moisture- 
controlled cooler. During this stage 
the larval organ systems are 
dissolved and rebuilt into the 
structure of the adult butterfly. 


About two weeks later, the butterfly 
emerges and is ready to either be 
packaged up or sent to the breeding 
pen to start the cycle again. 


The butterflies are placed in acid-free 
envelopes so that they cannot move 
around and damage their wings. they 
are then placed in cool packs to slow 
them down. They have enough food 
for three days. 


At a wedding, each guest is handed a 
sealed envelope before the 
ceremony. As the couple complete 
their vows, the guests simultaneously 
pull on the rip-cord sewn into the 
envelope to release the butterflies 
which circle overhead long enough to 
get their bearings, then fly away. 


A dozen butterflies cost in excess of 
US$50 and a recent marketing 
seminar in Florida was US$195 per 
ticket with a site already on the World 
Wide Web. 


Extracted from an article in the 
St Petersburg Times by Rachel 
Anderson, freelance writer and 
producer of WVTV-Ch.13 Florida, 
U.S.A. 

o 


Unusual observation... 


What with the stress of a 
computer virus acquired just as 
the magazine was being 
completed last month, the 
following observation slipped past 
without comment. : 


Grant Baverstock periodically 
gives us lists of very interesting 
sightings - no sparrows and 
Starlings from him. In July he saw 
a Red-browed Treecreeper in the 
Wombat State Forest which is 
worthy of special note. 

mj 


Have you heard an 
Oriorioriole yet ?.... 


You can see the effect Joe 
Hubbard is having upon the editor. 


The woodlands around us will be 
filled with the melodious calls of 
the Olive-backed Oriole soon. 
You will hear many more of them 
than you can find. 


They appear to be earlier than 
usual with Rachel Keary having 
the pleasure in mid-July at Mt 
Duneed. (Surely a couple of 
months early ?) 

o 


Some older observations. 


Guare, king of Connaght, wanted 
his hermit brother to return to the 
life of a warrior, but the brother 
was content and wrote 32 
quatrains of verse describing 
those things which made him so 
happy where he was. One of 
them was the following 
observations. 


Fair white birds come, 

herons, seagulls - the sea sings to 
them, 

no mournful music; 

brown grouse from the russet 
heather. 


This was written more than ten 
centuries ago. The king's brother 
resisted temptation and remained 
a hermit, happily observing the 
birds of Ireland. 


Murphy. Early Irish Lyrics, 10. 
o 


From our archives - 1975 


The President was Ted Errey and 
the office-bearers and committee 
were: 

J Hunt, Jack Wheeler, Gordon 
McCarthy, Valda Dedman, Trevor 
Pescott, Betty Quirk, Frances Poole, 
Geoff Gayner, lan Woodland, Geoff 
Mathison, Dave King and Rolf 
Baldwin. 


In June, the club had what it called 
its 'annual tree planting' when 1750 
trees of 25 species were planted at 
the You Yangs Top Saddle by the 
GFNC and Branding Yard Road by 
the BOC. 


The members even carried water in 
their car boots because the weather 
had been so dry. 


They followed this up with 130 
plantings at what is now Jerringot. 


The editor (Trevor Pescott) was 
concerned that the excursion notes 
were so prolific that they were 
leaving little room for club news. He 
therefore obtained permission to 
print, on a three month trial basis, a 
four page newsletter instead of the 
two page “Excursion - News Sheet”. 


lan Woodland had been very active 
in organising Junior activities. 


Club members cleared a large area 
near Anglesea of self sown pine 
trees with chain-saws, bushman 
saws, axes, mattocks and muscle. 


In August, the editor advised that the 
May issue of the Geelong Naturalist 
should be ready soon. 


September, another pine tree 
removal day was announced. 


The plant group was well established 
and it was suggested that a bird 
group might be started. The group 
started soon after and met twice a 
month. 


In September, the editor asked in 
very polite terms for overdue subs to 
be paid. By November, even he had 
lost his cool. 


December, there were two more 
working bees, at the You Yangs and 
Jerringot. No wonder the club 
started the idea of a recess in 
January. 

mj 
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BIRD OBSERVATION REPORTS August 1997 


VALE JOHN EALEY 


We were sorry to learn of the death 


of John (Jack) Ealey, who was our 
Treasurer for a number of years. 
We extend sympathy to his widow, 
Mary. 
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-- compiled by Barry Lingham. 


Observations were submitted by Polly Cutcliffe (PCu), Ray Baverstock (RBa), Bob Preston (RP), Lorraine Preston (LP), Craig Morley 
(CMo), Barry Lingham (BL), Rachel Keary (RK), Rohan Bugg (RBu), Rob McKenzie (RMc), Ira Savage (IS), Marilyn Hewish (MHe), 
Ken Best (KB), Carl Best (CBe), Vern Cohen (VC), Valda Dedman (VWD), Ade Foster (AF), Gordon McCarthy (GMc), Dennis 
Greenwell (DG), Claire McCormick (CMc), Colin Foreman (CF), Joanne Heatlie (JHe), 


The first return of the Snipe to Jerringot was once again noted by Dennis Greenwell. It is significant that northerly winds 
had prevailed in the previous day and this may have aided the birds in their flight from Japan. Over the next month, 
many of the birds who have migrated away from our winter will return and many of our local birds have already started 
breeding. Please get out and observe their behaviour and nesting for our records. 


Pelican 
Australian Gannet 
Pacific Heron 


Cattle Egret 
Intermediate Egret 
Chestnut Teal 
Whistling Kite 


Brown Goshawk 
Little Eagle 
Marsh Harrier 
Brown Falcon 


Australian Hobby 
Australian Kestrel 


Painted Quail 
Masked Lapwing 
Banded Lapwing 
Red-capped Plover 
Black-winged Stilt 
Marsh Sandpiper 
Latham's Snipe 


1 


8 


25+ 


U=- NNU- NNN- NN- N> AND A= A = 


pe € 


2/07/97 
11/08/97 
31/07/97 
29/07/97 
12/08/97 
3/08/97 
18/08/97 
24/08/97 
3/08/97 
30/07/97 
3/08/97 
3/08/97 
9/08/97 
4/07/97 
27/06/97 
3/08/97 
15/08/97 
17/08/97 
26/08/97 
17/08/97 
29/06/97 
13/07/97 
13/07/97 
8/08/97 
23/08/97 
25/08/97 


Geelong West (overhead) 

Werribee South Beach 

Highton (flying west overhead) 

Belmont. Perched on TV antenna 

Waurn Ponds, near shopping centre. 

Point Henry. 

Jerringot 

Shell Road, Ocean Grove. Only 1 metre from road. 
Hovell Creek Walk 

Newtown. Hunting below roof top level. 

Hovell Creek Walk 

Hovell Creek Walk 

Newtown. Flying at roof top height 

Clifton Springs. 

Kardinia Park 

Hovell Creek Walk 

Highton. One bird diving after the other. Mating Flight? 
Bannockburn Bush 

Belmont. Nesting on a roof. . 

Moolap (Drysdale Road). Been there for a month. 


Moolap Salt Works. Large numbers on ploughed salt pans. 


Hospital Swamps. 

Hospital Swamps. 

Jerringot. First return. (North wind) 
Jerringot. 

Jerringot. (after full moon and north winds) 


(Continued on page 14) 
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(Continued from page 13) 


Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 5 


Gang-gang Cockatoo 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Australian King Parrot 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Blue-winged Parrot 
Tawny Frogmouth 
Laughing Kookaburra 
Tree Martin 


Fairy Martin 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Bassian Thrush 

Song Thrush 

Flame Robin 

Jacky Winter - 

Crested Shrike-tit 

Golden Whistler (male) 


Willie Wagtail 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Speckled Warbler 

Brown Thornbill 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-eared Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 


Eastern Spinebill 
Mistletoebird 
Spotted Pardalote 


Striated Pardalote 
Silvereye 


Red-browed Finch 
Olive-backed Oriole 
White-winged Chough 
Grey Butcherbird 


Australian Magpie 


Pied Currawong 


a 


+ 
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+ 
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July 

July 
24/08/97 
Jun-July 
June 
23/08/97 
3/08/97 
19/08/97 
27/06/97 
2/08/97 
21/08/97 
20/08/97 
13/07/97 
18/08/97 
16/08/97 
11/08/97 
10/08/97 
8/08/97 
18/06/97 
23/08/97 
26/07/97 
4/07/97 
17/08/97 
1-3-07-97 
30/07/97 
1/08/97 
3/08/97 
4/07/97 
2/07/97 
4/07/97 
2/08/97 
2/07/97 
15/06/97 
5/08/97 
27/07/97 
3/07/97 
29/07/97 
1/07/97 
5/07/97 
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Near Grace MacKellar. Flying west. 
Near Covenant College. Flying South East. 
Rhinds Road, Wallington 


CBe 
CBe 
CF 


Wallington, Grubb Road. Flying NE in am. and SW at dusk KP/CF 


Manifold Height. 

Newtown 

Town and Country, Waurn Ponds 

Belton Avenue, Anglsea 

Heytesbury Street, Geelong West 

Gnarwarre 

Heard calling in Caroline Street 

Bungey's Hole (Werribee River) 

Jerringot 

Barwon Valley Fun Park 

Jerringot 

Wyndham park (Werribee River) 

Lerderderg Gorge 

Lara 

St. Leonards pier 

Bannockburn Bush 

Newtown 

Peary Street, Belmont. Not seen here for many years. 
Grubb Road, Wallington. 

Clifton Springs. 

Highton. In hibiscus syriacus, near front steps. 
Queens Park 

Long Forrest 

Clifton Springs. 

Clifton Springs. 

Clifton Springs. 

Inverleigh Flora and Fauna Reserve 

Clifton Springs. 

Iron Bark Basin. Noisy flock seen several times in day. 
Lara. Nest 20/7, chicks hatched 3/8, nest wrecked 5/8. 
Highton. Noisy flocks up to 20+ during July/August. 
Clifton Springs. 

Highton. Feeding in Correa bush. 

Highton. In fuschias. Not seen for many years 

Stan Lewis Walk, Barwon River. In wattles. 


11&24/7/97Bell Post Hill. Very tame. 


12/08/97 
6/08/97 
2/08/97 
4/07/97 
24/08/97 
19/07/97 
13/08/97 
24/08/97 
27/06/97 
4/07/97 
2/08/97 


13/08/97 


24/08/97 


23/08/97 
4/07/97 

24/08/97 
July/Aug 


Heathdale Wetlands. 

Mckillop Street, City. Feeding on Lilly Pilly fruit. 
Belmont. Tasmanian form. 

Clifton Springs. 

Lerderderg Gorge. Feeding in picnic area. 


Mt. Duneed. Calling ffom Lemon-scented Gum. Early retum. 


Serendip 
Lerderderg Gorge. Feeding in orchard near gorge. 
South Geelong. Perched on TV antenna and singing. 
Clifton Springs. 
Newtown. Collecting nest matter. 18/8/97, 
Female at nest fed by the male 
after giving a juvenile begging call. 
Highton. Territorial Calling for 90 minutes before dawn. 
Each call lasting some 4-5 seconds, 
breaks for 4-8 seconds and rests every 5 minutes. 
Lerderderg Gorge. Perched on dead tree. 
East Belmont. 
Belmont 


CMo 


Lerderderg Gorge. Flying out of gorge in am. and back at dusk MHe 


Belmont. Regular visitor. Drinking from bird bath once. 


RP 
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